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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 16-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claims contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. To the extent that Applicants fail to specifically disclose ...at least 2 engaging 
elements which co-act for engaging on a carrier, which engaging elements, depending 
on the dimensioning of the carrier for engaging can be positioned in a relative manner in 
adjustable manner... (Cf. Claim 1) it is held that that one reading the specification 
(which the Examiner has done a number of times) cannot understand what Applicant is 
attempting to achieve or what method Applicant is attempting to perform. Perhaps via 
more Figures and examples Applicant can indicate how this method is achieved. 

Claims 16-30 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

To the extent that the language ... comprising at least 2 engaging elements 
which co-act for engaging on a carrier..., ... can be positioned in a relative orientation in 
adjustable manner , ... wherein the engaging elements are provided with at least 
one reference position for co-action with a reference means defining the relative 
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orientation... in claim 16, it is held that the claims are unclear, vague and indefinite. 
Furthermore there is nothing in said claim 16 which interrelates the structural means or 
elements together so as to provide a workable or functionable apparatus. What other 
elements do Applicants recites other than 2 engaging elements that make up the 
apparatus? Applicants are required to carefully describe the page/s and line/s wherein 
this language has a foundation. The metes and bounds of this alleged invention are not 
well defined . As further applied to claim 17 applicants do not specify with enough detail 
how the recited securing means is associated with the engaging elements? The 
Examiner is at a loss to understand Applicants' claimed invention . As applied to claim 
18 applicants do not sufficiently interrelate the recited interchangeable processing 
element or the integrated reference means to the recited at least 2 engaging elements. 
It is though Applicants are claiming a kit of unrelated parts. There appears to be no 
association among the recited parts. Substantially the same remarks apply to claim 19. 
That is how is the frame interrelated to any other recited part that applicant has recited. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16-30, provided that the disclosure is enabling and further provided that 
the claims are not vague and indefinite are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Imlig et al. (Pat. No. 5,163,222); hereinafter Imlig et al. 
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Imlig et al teaching speaks for itself. However in order to more fully explain how the 
Office is construing this teaching the following id offered. Imlig et al teach a method and 
apparatus for loading electronic components to a processing or bonding station. The 
apparatus includes a transfer mechanism , a processing or bonding station, an 
electromotive drive , a 1 st and 2 nd groups of electromagnetically, pneumatically or 
hydraulically operable clamping elements. The 1 st group of clamping elements is 
movable relative to the 2 nd group of clamping elements fixed to a main carrier of the 
transfer mechanism In a 1 st phase of the transfer and feed movement the 
electromotive drive is controlled by means of reference geometry data given in 
dependence upon a particular leadframe and in a 2 nd phase of the feed movement by 
means of dynamic, opto-electronically measured reference data and pulses formed 
therefrom. Clamping elements 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27 are adjustable or displaceable 
together with carrier member 20 relative to fixed clamping elements 13 and 18 (Cf. Col. 
4). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. J. Arbes whose telephone number is 571-272-4563. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M, T, R and F from 8 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, P. Vo, can be reached on (571) 272-4526. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/C. J. Arbes/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3729 



